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Justice League’: It 
could be worse / 


Kevin Brady, center, chairman of the House Ways and Means Committee, is welcomed by fellow House Republicans as they arrive Thursday to speak 
to the news media about the tax overhaul they passed. Speaker Paul Ryan is just to Brady’s right. [JACQUELYN MARTIN/THE ASSOCIATED PRESS] 


Chamber passes tax 
bill, hopes it won't 
swell national debt 


By Jack Torry 
The Columbus Dispatch 


WASHINGTON — Con- 


gressional Republicans took 


one more step Thursday 
in a major political gamble 
that they can reduce taxes 


on corporations and most 
individuals, simplify the tax 
code and not dramatically 
increase the already mas- 
sive federal debt. 

By amostly party-line 
vote of 227 to 205, the 
House approved the most- 
sweeping changes in the tax 
code since 1986. The bill 
would slash the corporate 
tax rate from 35 percent to 
20 percent, reduce taxes on 


small companies and pro- 
vide incentives for millions 
of Americans to file their 
tax returns on a single card. 

But the move to overhaul 
the tax code faces a precari- 
ous future in the Senate, 
where Republicans control 
the chamber by a slender 
margin of 52-48. 

The Senate Finance 
Committee, which includes 
Ohioans Rob Portman and 


House shows its hand 


Sherrod Brown, voted 
14-12 Thursday night to 
send its tax bill to the full 
chamber for possible pas- 
sage this month. 

But while Republicans 
are convinced that approv- 
ing a major tax overhaul 
will boost their chances in 
next year’s congressional 
elections, they are running 
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THE DEATH PENALTY 


Failed execution may have repercussions 


By Marty Schladen 


Meanwhile, civil-rights 


medical team in the death 


poked and prodded for about 


30 minutes when the team 
made the determination. 
The failure of the execu- 
tion appears to be just the 
third in modern U.S. history 
— and the second to occur in 


chamber at the Southern 
Ohio Correctional Facility in 
Lucasville determined that 

it couldn’t find two suitable 
veins in his arms or legs to 
carry out his lethal injec- 
tion. Campbell, 69, had been 
strapped to a gurney and 


The Columbus Dispatch advocates say the latest fail- 
ure could be used as evidence 
in future challenges to the 
constitutionality of Ohio’s 
death-penalty law. 

Kasich was forced to grant 
areprieve for Alva Camp- 
bell on Wednesday when a 


A day after another failed 
execution in Ohio, Gov. 
John Kasich’s office says the 
state’s capital-punishment 
protocol doesn’t need to 


change. SEE EXECUTION, A4 
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GREEK LIFE 


OSU halts 
all social 
activities 
of 37 frats 


By Jennifer Smola and Jim Woods 
The Columbus Dispatch 


Ohio State University has 
suspended all activities of 
all fraternities governed by 
the Interfraternity Council 
because of a high number of 
investigations into their con- 
duct this semester. 

The suspension of “all 
social, recruitment and new 
member activities” applies to 
all 37 fraternities at OSU that 


SEE FRATS, A5 


ONGOING COVERAGE 
Franken latest 
caught in web 
of harassment 


By Nicholas Fandos 
The New York Times 


WASHINGTON — A 
growing national outcry over 
sexual harassment reached the 
Senate on Thursday, when a 
radio newscaster accused Al 
Franken, D-Minn., of kiss- 
ing and groping her without 
consent during a2006 USO 
tour of the Middle East before 
he took public office. 

Franken, who has been 
mentioned as a possible 
presidential candidate, almost 


SEE FRANKEN, A7 


